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This tutorial uses a finished embroidery piece to make a simple pin cushion. It will be specific to Jacquelynne 

Steves BOM Happy Little Things, but the technique can be used for any finished embroidery piece.  

 

Determine the design of your final finished 

object. That will also determine the materials 

that will be needed. For this pin cushion, I 

added fabrics to two sides of the embroidery 

piece only.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Materials:  

• finished embroidery piece 

• fusible fleece or batting 

• coordinating fabric scraps 

• 10” x 10” backing fabric 

• fiberfill or crushed walnut 

• embroidery floss (optional) 

• cute little buttons (optional) 

Read all instructions before beginning.  

RST - Right Sides Together.  All seam allowances are 1/4”. 

Note: Step 1 shows how to measure and cut the embroidery piece based on the size of the stitched area. If 

you know you want your embroidery piece to measure a specific size, for example a 4 1/2” square, then you 

would add 1/4” seam allowance on all sides, find the center and cut it as a 5” square, making sure the 

embroidery stitches will not be in the seam allowance. 
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Step 1  

Measure the width and length of the finished embroidery piece from 

the outside edges of the embroidery stitch. Based on these 

measurements, determine the shape you want to cut. It could be 

square, rectangle or even a circle. 

My embroidery area measures 3 3/8” wide and 3 1/2” long. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 2  

On the left side, top and bottom, cut 5/8” from the outside edge 

of the embroidery piece.  

On the right side, cut 1/2” from the outside edge of the 

embroidery piece. 

The cut piece measures 4 1/2” wide and 4 3/4” long. 
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Step 3  

Audition fabrics and embellishments before continuing. 

Cut bottom fabric, 4 1/2” x 1 1/2”. 

Cut right side fabric 5 3/4” x 1 1/2”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4  

Sew bottom fabric to embroidery piece RST. Press 

towards fabric. 

Sew right side fabric to embroidery unit, RST, 

press towards fabric. 
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Step 5  

Cut fusible fleece or batting the same size as the 

top, 5 1/2” x 5 3/4”. 

Fuse to wrong side of top. If you using batting, 

pin baste to hold in place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 6  

Quilt and add embellishments. 

I used three strands of DMC embroidery floss 

for the quilting. 

I quilted in the ditch between the embroidery 

piece and the fabric, then added two quilting 

lines about 1/3” apart on the fabric.  

The top and left quilting lines are about 1/2” 

from the edge. 

After quilting, it’s time to add embellishments if 

you are using them. I used embroidery floss to 

stitch the buttons and charm to the fabric. 
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Step 7  

I have found that making a two part back gives a 

cleaner look from the front. If adding cording or other 

embellishments around the piece, then making a one-

piece back is okay because the seam line will be 

covered up. 

To make the back, cut (2) pieces of the backing fabric 3 

1/4” x 5 3/4”. 

Sew two of the long edges, RST, leaving about a 2 1/2” 

opening in the middle. Back stitch on both sides of the 

opening. Press seam open, including the unstitched 

part of the seam. 

Lay the back, RST, on top of the top piece. 

Stitch around all four sides. 

Clip the corners and turn. Work to get the corners 

nicely turned and the seam edges rolled out. Press 

seams. 

Step 8  

You can use fiberfill or walnut shells to fill the pin 

cushion. I used fiberfill in this one.  

If using fiberfill, break off into small pieces and stuff 

into the pin cushion, starting in the corners and 

working your way out. Just keep stuffing. To get a nice 

full look, you will use a lot more fiberfill than you think. 

Use matching thread and sew the seam using a whip 

stitch or ladder stitch. I try to use very small stitches so 

they don’t show. You can see in the picture, that I have 

just a tiny gather at the end of my stitched seam. I 

always seem to have one, that’s why the seam is on the 

back, not the bottom. 



Happy Little Thing Pin Cushion Finishing Tutorial 
By Brenda Hotinger, The Quilting Nook 

 

6 
Brenda Hotinger  @thequiltingnook  

https://thequiltingnook.wordpress.com            

For personal use only 

 

Step 9  

These little pillows and pin cushions have a tendency to 

curve in on the sides. To help alleviate that, really press 

down on the back of the pin cushion, helping to work the 

fiberfill out to the edges. Keep pressing until you are happy 

with the results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now we have a beautiful pin cushion.  


